
 

March 2022 

A note from Karen... 

 
The year has started off with the children settling well into their new 
surroundings. We are very fortunate to have our new classroom up 
and running with the Kindergarten children. The space has received 
a lot of positive attention with its use of space, inclusive furniture and 
equipment and the programs we continue to offer. We are very 
thankful for the opportunity to offer more children a year of funded 

kindergarten in this beautiful space. 
 

You may have noticed a few chang-
es including the replacement of the 
old white tables in all the classrooms 
with more environmentally friendly 
timber tables which are in line with the quality framework around sustainability 
and offering a space that is calming and sensory pleasing.  
 

We have many new additions to the equipment pool also including a new Green 
House for the Wallabies and 3 year old Kindergarten yard. The children and staff 
are keen to get started on growing seedlings and watching them grow before 
planting them in the vegetable gardens and flower beds around PIELC. We will 
be introducing 2 chickens to the yard also. They were kindly donated by a staff 
member who hand rears her chickens. The children are very excited as they 
await the arrival and have been seeing pictures of them from the egg, hatching, 
nesting with their mother etc. The chickens will eat the leftover scraps from the 
children’s lunch boxes and all be part of our sustainability program. 
 

Thank you for your understanding regarding Covid safe practices. With the re-
laxing of mask wearing in 

the community it is important to know Early Learning Cen-
tres still require face masks for entry. If you are exempt 
and have not let Administration know yet please do so. 
 

With April fast approaching I would like to wish everyone a 
happy Easter and hope you all get to enjoy an extended 
break, stay safe and enjoy time with your loved ones.  

Dates to note 
Friday 15 April 2022– Monday 18 April 2022 

PIELC CLOSED 
Tuesday 6 April 2022—PIELC open for daycare 
Thursday 7 April—Last day of Kinder Term 1 
Tuesday 26 April-First day of Kinder Term 2 

 
 

PIELC will be moving to a new sign in/out system soon called Xplor. This will mean that you will no longer need to use 
Qikkds Kiosk to sign in, as Xplor will have all of this information integrated into one app moving forward.  We are hoping to 

go live on 9th April. 
 You will have access to the Xplor Home app which will allow you to: 

 ·  View your statements at any time  ·  Sign your children in/out using a QR code… and  more. 
 

 You will hear more from us in the coming weeks about how to sign up to Xplor. In the meantime, you can read more 
about Xplor Home for parents here: https://support.ourxplor.com/hc/en-us/categories/203542608-Home 

PIELC cares for all aspects of our 
community, including those clos-
est to our hearts. We are fortu-

nate enough to have been invited 
to the Breast Cancer Fundraiser 
and conitue to be involved with 

similar events in the future.  



Daycare—(0 to 2 years old) 

Australia Day 
The children made a poster of the map of Aus-
tralia using their handprints, including the col-
ours of the Australian, Aboriginal and Torres 

Straight Island Flags. 

GUMNUTS 

Things to remember: 
Please remember to label all 
items including drink bottle,  
milk bottles, lunch boxes,  

comfort toys, dummies etc. 
Thank you! 

Hello from the Gumnuts! 
Firstly we would like to take this opportunity to 

welcome our new families into the Gumnuts room. 
We look  

forward to building strong and lasting relationships 
with you all. All the  

children have settled in their new  
routing and eagerly exploring all we have to offer in 

the babies room.  

This term our Gumnut rooms  
emphasis is learning about basic  

colours and shapes through different 
planned activities.  

Building onto the children’s fine motor 
skills will also be a focus.  

Here is what we have been doing in 
our room: 

Sponge Painting 
Shape Sorting  
Shape Puzzles 
Finger Painting  
Colour Mashing 

Our small animal corner has been  
transformed into a Zoo! Many of the children 

have been playing with the animals and 
making the sounds of them. In this area,  

children are engaging in social and  
communication play, and also exploring  

different animals.  



Daycare—(2 to 3 years old) 

EXPLORERS 
The Explorers Children have done extremely well 
learning all the daily routines as we head into the 

final weeks of first term, drop off is becoming easi-
er and some great friendships have been made.  

Let’s talk Toilet training….. Some of the  
Explorers' children have shown a huge inter-

est in toileting. Many parents are unsure 
about the best age to start toilet training. Not 

all children  
develop at the same rate, or will be prepared 

for toilet training at the same age, so it’s  
essential to observe your child for physical 

cues. Looking for these signs will help you to 
know when your little one is getting ready to 

go. We ensure that toilet learning, as with any 
other learning, is positive and fun. Children 
learn better and develop skills faster when 

they feel safe, secure and protected in each 
and every way. Our toilet training strategies 
are built to assist with each child developing  

self-esteem and independence. 

Coming into the cooler months can you please 
make sure you have appropriate spare clothing in 

your child's bag?  
Layering is also good as we all know Melbourne 

weather is so unpredictable. 
We would like to thank all our Parents and Car-
ers for all the support and feedback we have re-

ceived this term. We love family input if you 
have anything you would like to contribute, 

please speak to the Educators or send a message 
on seesaw.   

We hope you all have a great Easter Break and 
look forward to hearing what the Easter Bunny 

got up to at your place… 
 

Pennie, Paige and Macy 

We have been learning about looking  
after our teeth. ‘Smiles for Miles’  

program helps to promote good oral 
health habits and healthy eating among 
children. We have carried out learning  

experiences around the key  
message -  

“Drink well, Eat well and Clean well.” 

Why is the family wall  
important in childcare?  
Children feel safe when 
they see familiar things 

around them, and by having 
pictures of themselves and 
their families on the wall, 

not only do we build a 
sense of security for them 

in the  
physical environment, but 
their sense of self-esteem 
is also developed. If you 

haven’t sent in your family 
photo can you please do so 

as we often get asked 
“Where is my family?” 

Our Family Photo 
Wall is looking 

amazing! 



Daycare— (3 to 4 years old) 

BLOSSOMS 
The Blossoms room has had a great start to the 
year. We have enjoyed getting to know and bond 

with the children as well as watch them build their 
own relationships with their peers. Our plan has 

been largely based around the children’s interests 
which has been fine motor activities and creativity. 
With these activities come many benefits such as, 
helping children learn to use tools, improve hand- 

eye coordination and support cognitive  
development.  

This term our Blossoms children have loved con-
necting to their environment by investigating the  
living things in our yard, planting beans and taking 

care of our garden.  

We have celebrated Chinese New year,  
acknowledged Harmony day and learnt about the 

Indigenous culture through books and music.  

We would like to Thank everyone for a lovely first 
term, we have both enjoyed getting to know each 

family and learning about our new Blossoms  
children.  

Bring on Term 2! 

Jaz and Jaimi  

Daycare— (3 to 4 years old) 



Welcome to our first newsletter for 2022! Nicky & Diana 
are very excited with our Wallaby group for this year and 

anticipate a fun year, filled with lots of learning. 

We started out the year by welcoming the children into 
the room and giving them a sense of belonging through 

the implementation of name tags, place mats and a birth-
day chart. These inclusions guided them at meal times 
and throughout the day, contributing to their identity in 

our Wallaby community. 

We explored our identity further through a variety of ex-
periences that focused on Australia Day. This included 
each child experimenting with green paint, crepe paper 
and a wattle tree picture to create their own wattle trees. 

The group engaged in many discussions around  
Australia Day and used the interactive whiteboard to ex-
plore this concept. We also introduced clapping sticks. 

An Indigenous mini world was added based on the chil-
dren’s interest which contained red pebbles, Australian 

animals, indigenous peoples and natural resources. 
Many children requested the “Welcome to country” and 

“Wilam” stories by Aunty Joy Murphy, these are a  
constant in our room. 

Our Wallaby children have shown a lot of interest in our 
beautiful outdoor environment, especially the vegetable 

garden. They have enjoyed helping us plant veggie 
plants and have been fantastic at watering and caring for 

our lovely garden. Nicky and Diana are both keen  
gardeners and have moved plants around and beautified 

this wonderful space. 

The children helped us build a camp ‘fire’ using rocks 
and logs and then an Aboriginal hut or humpy using 

rocks, large branches and a bamboo screen. This came 
up really well and has been very popular with the  

children. 

Daycare—(4 to 5 years olds) 

WALLABIES 

We celebrated Valentines Day with a “ tree of love” made using love 
heart stamps and some red shades, these were displayed in the 
room and will be added to your child’s portfolio for the end of the 

year. 

Maths concepts have been introduced through a height chart that 
measures each of the Wallabies height and initiate conversations 

about how much each chid has grown! This will also be measured at 
the end of the year so we can gage how much growth has occurred. 

Based on the children’s interest, we have learnt about weather and 
where rain comes from. We have learnt about recycling and  

introduced a recycling, compost and general waste bin inside, as well 
as a compost bin outside. Currently we are learning how sound is 

made and will do some experiments to further engage the children’s  
interest. 

Diana introduced a show and tell box to promote confidence and 
communication skills. Each Wallaby child will have a turn at this over 

the year. 

As a way to encourage diversity and develop cultural knowledge we 
added the African drums, this has given our group the opportunity to 

work together in such a fun way! 

Marble painting was a hit for St. Patricks Day, with some lovely  
shamrocks being designed. 

Nicky and Diana have loved getting to know you all over the last term 
and look forward to building on our relationships with you all  

throughout the year . 



3 Year Old Kinder 

JOEYS & POSSUMS 

Joeys Group 

Possums Group 

Joeys and Possums have been settling into Kinder 
and getting to know each other. We have been hav-
ing participating in experiences to promote building 

friendships and a sense of belonging within the 
group. Some experiences have been: music and 
movement, parachute group activity, small group 
activities, outdoor play and a new game “Pass the 

Beanbag”.  

Our goals for the Term 1 have been: 
- Identity Outcome: feeling comfortable and confi-

dent in the group. 
- Community Outcome: learning each other’s names 

and forming friendships. 
- Wellbeing Outcome: sharing and self-regulating 

our emotions.  
- Learning Outcome: how to create patterns, recog-

nising and naming shapes and colours. 
- Communication Outcome: feeling confident to 
speak to educators and peers in small and large 

group scenarios.  
 

We have really been enjoying our music and move-
ment sessions some of our favourite songs have 

been: 

-The Goldfish Song by Laurie Berkner 
-Hurry Hurry Drive the Firetruck by The Kiboomers 

-The Echo Song by Play School 
-Freeze Dance Songs by The Kiboomers 

-Floor is Lava by The Kiboombers 
-Pass the Beanbag by The Pals 

 
Please let me know if you have any concerns or 

questions and I am happy to make a time to chat to 
you.  

Kim and I have really enjoyed getting to know each 
of the families and look forward to Term 2! 

We hope everyone has a safe and relaxing Easter 
break.  

Hannah and Kim 

Reminders 
-Every child needs to bring a hat to Kinder and have sun-

screen applied before the session starts until the end of April 
-If your child is unwell please keep them at home to ensure 

that illnesses are not spread around the group and inform us 
by phone, email or SeeSaw 

-Our last session for Term 1 is Friday 8th of April 
-Our first session back for Term 2 is Friday 29th of April (there 

is no session for Joeys that week due to Anzac Day. 



Kindergarten 

BILBIES 



Kindergarten 

KOALAS 



KINDERGARTEN 

As term 1 draws to a close we can reflect on what the kinder children have learnt and 
achieved in these first months together. This year the kinder program is in new class-
rooms so the staff have also been adapting to a new environment along with the children. 
In term 1 the kinder teams focus on getting to know the children and building relation-
ships with the children and the families. This relationship between the children and the 
educators continues to develop as the children learn to trust the educators and feel a 
sense of belonging to the group.   
Relationships also begin to develop between the children as they explore new friendships 
and build on relationships they may have from 3 year old kinder and LDC. 

At the start of the kinder year there are a 
number of routines and expectations in the 
kinder day.  The children have adapted well 
to these new routines, learning to manage 

their lunch boxes, when to eat fruit and 
when to eat lunch. Independence has de-

veloped - separating from parents and care-
givers when being dropped off, using the 
bathroom when they need to, and making 
decisions about the activities they want to 
do and the people they want to join in their 

play. 

The kinder program is based on the 5  
Outcomes of the Early Years Learning 

Framework, and is a play based program 
consisting of a variety of hands on learning 

experiences that are both indoor  and  
outdoor and are for groups and  

individuals.  

 Outcome 1—CHILDREN HAVE A STRONG 
SENSE OF IDENTITY  

The kinder children have been sharing information about 
themselves through “All about Me” activities. This helps chil-
dren to learn names of their friends and share their interests 
and likes. Harmony Day provided an opportunity for families  

to share more about their cultures and provides an opportunity 
for children to  

Term 1 finishes Friday 

8th April 

Term 2 commences 

Tuesday 26th April 

Reminder 

‐Please pack complete change of clothes 

‐In term 2 as the weather cools children need to bring jack‐

ets so we can s ll play outside in the changing weather. 

‐Children’s clothing needs to be labelled so we can return 

items to the correct child. 



KINDERGARTEN 

Outcome 2 CHILDREN ARE CON-
NECTED WITH AND CONTRIBUTE 

TO THEIR WORLD  

The children have been building their familiarity 
with the new kinder rooms and playgrounds, 

learning to follow transitions and where to find 
things, and where to put them away. They are 

learning to look after their environment and work 
together as a team.  

The children have been exploring the 
new school environment visiting the 

oval and playgrounds, building their fa-
miliarity with the equipment and devel-
oping their gross motor skills. The chil-
dren have learnt about the Bunorung 
people as the traditional custodians of 

the land where we live and play. 

Outcome 3 CHILDREN HAVE A STRONG SENSE 

OF WELLBEING 

This outcome encompasses many aspects of the children’s wellbeing, 
including fine motor skills, gross motor skills and understanding and  

regulating emotions.  
Learning experiences are planned to strengthen hand muscles to help 

withpencil and scissor skills, to build coordination and improve core mus-
cle strength. Music and movement activities build balance and the ability 

to cross the midline.  
In order to regulate emotions the children must be able to name and  

recognise emotions and games and books help to build the children’s 
skills with regulating their emotions. 

Outcome 4 CHILDREN ARE  
CONFIDENT AND INVOLVED  

LEARNERS  

The children are encouraged to  
investigate, imagine and explore their 

ideas through play.   
This term the kinder groups have ex-
plored colour and colour mixing.  The 

children have had fun learning about col-
ours and mixing primary colours to make 
new colours, and have enjoyed a range 

of  
activities that focus on this. 

The groups have commenced our Japa-
nese language program, the first two 
Apps focus on greetings and colours, 

extending our focus on colour in term1. 

Outcome 5 CHILDREN ARE EFFECTIVE  
COMMUNICATORS  

Literacy in the kinder has many aspects, books are available to  
children all the time and stories and storytelling is a regular part of the pro-
gram. We have commenced our Book Gifting program with all of the chil-
dren receiving a book from Karen. Each term the children will receive a 

book to take home and share with their families. Some groups have started 
their Take Home literacy bag which is another experience that extends liter-

acy out of the classroom.   
In term 2 the kinder lending library will begin allowing children to  

borrow a book weekly from the extensive lending library we have of high 
quality picture books.   

Oral language development is also encouraged by providing opportunities 
for the children to talk to the whole group and share ideas. 

We hope all our children and families have a wonderful Easter and we 
cannot wait to see you all for a busy and productive Term Two. 



Kindergarten 

PENGUINS 



Kindergarten 

SEALS 


