December 2021

A note from Karen...
Merry Christmas,
We made it. Another fantas c year under some very uncertain mes. I would like to personally thank
all the families, children and staﬀ for your ongoing support. It truly is a privilege to work in an industry
and community that values children and the importance of a quality educa on from an early age.
This year we farewell ,(for a short me) Courtney and Lani as they both await the arrival of their babies. It has been awhile since we have had any staﬀ babies so we are all very excited.
We also farewell Mrs Schepemaker who is re ring a er 30 years in the industry. She has cared for and
educated hundreds of children and also many children of her ex students. We thank Mrs Schepemaker
for her contribu on to PIELC and wish her happiness in her re rement.
We welcome Lesley on staﬀ as the Speech Therapist to assist and guide children across both PIELC and
Cowes Primary School. We are very fortunate to have her join us with her teaching and speech therapy background and experience.
This year has been a produc ve one with the new Kindergarten building and grounds, a long list of
training for all staﬀ, finger gym and the installa on of our Promethean interac ve screens in which
the children have been par cipa ng in Math, Literacy, and other experiences that have introduced
them to our world.
For those children leaving us to begin their Primary School educa on or those moving away, we wish
you a fantas c future. We are very proud of each and every one of you.
To all our families my wish for you all is a very merry Christmas and a new year filled with love, happiness, laughs and good health.

Please note our new 2022 fees on the last page

Check out our re-designed website!
www.pielc.com.au

Dates to note
Friday 17 December 2021 to Friday 28 January 2021 — Kindergarten CLOSED
Final day of child care 2021: Wednesday 22 December 2021
First day of child care 2022: Monday 10 January 2022
Upcoming changes to Child Care Subsidy:
From 10 December 2021, the annual cap for all families who get Child Care Subsidy will be removed.
From 7 March 2022, families with more than one child in care will get a higher subsidy.

Kindergarten
Term 4 in the Kinder rooms has rushed by and the end of the year is almost here.
Term 4 is the culmina on of a busy and fun year, building family, children and staﬀ rela onships, exploring and
nurturing the children’s ideas and interests and facilita ng each child’s unique and special learning poten al.
We have enjoyed lots of exci ng occasions such as Finger Gym, School transi on visits, the Melbourne Museum
Dinosaur incursion and Book Week dress up, and enjoyed familiar and favourite experiences too.
As the children now move towards school, they are learning to interact with their peers with care, empathy and
respect. They have also shown us how independent and confident they have become. The children are now
aware of fairness and they have developed a sense of belonging to their kinder group and the community. The
children have also developed close friendships with their peers and they have learnt to cooperate and collaborate eﬀec vely with each other. They have shown us how incredibly crea ve and enthusias c they are throughout the year.

Finger Gym
This year for the first me we ran a 6-week program of Finger Gym which was funded by the School Readiness
program. Finger Gym was led by Jade Po er, a local occupa onal therapist. Finger gym focuses on developing
fine motor skills which will help with school readiness. Our finger gym program also incorporated core strength
ac vi es. The Finger Gym program incorporates play-based learning to encourage children to “have a go”, no
ma er what the outcome. In this way children learn confidence and resilience while mastering essen al developmental skills. Finger gym is developed by occupa onal therapists and educa onal professionals and includes fun and mo va ng fine motor–based ac vi es to help children become more independent in the classroom.
All the children keenly par cipated in the program and enjoyed ac vi es including making plas cine spiders,
using shaving cream on balloons, cu ng shapes, marble racing, eye dropper games and obstacle courses. The
children learnt about the importance of their helping hand, their ‘birdy fingers’ to hold pens and their ‘bossy
thumb’ when using scissors. There was also an emphasis on warming up their body and brain to begin learning
and using whole body listening.
All EYLF Outcomes are supported by the Finger Gym Program.

Book Week Dress Up
Due to lockdowns in term 3 we couldn’t hold the dress up days as planned and held them virtually. We decided
to reschedule the Book Week dress up to term 4 so the children had an opportunity to share their costumes that
were inspired by books. On the day we enjoyed book inspired ac vi es including Elmer the elephant and the
Hungry Caterpillar
EYLF Learning Outcome 5 Children engage with a range of texts and gain meaning from these texts
Goodbye
We would like to say goodbye and good luck to a long serving member of our kinder team. Gerry Schepemaker
‘Mrs Schepe ‘ will be going on long service leave next year and then re ring a er 28 years in the industry. Mrs
Schepe has been a part of the kinder team for many years and has been a part of the kinder experience for
many families and we wish her well with the next stage of her life journey.

Kindergarten
Westernport water grant
PIELC was successful earlier in 2021 receiving a grant in the Westernport Water Community Support Program. The grant of $3000 was to purchase a water tank, garden beds and bush tucker plants and watering
cans. The children will u lise the resources whilst learning about water conserva on and bush tucker. These
resources have been placed in the new kinder playground. We are grateful for their support.

As the kindergarten year draws to a close we would like to thank each and every one of you for allowing us to be
a part of this special me in your child’s, and your family’s’ lives.
We have enjoyed seeing your children grow, develop and learn over the kinder year, we have been privileged to
be a part of your child’s educa on, their personal confidence and independence have flourished throughout a
year filled with fun, laughter and learning.
A huge thank you to all the families who adapted to the changes and disrup ons throughout the year, we appreciate your support and understanding.
To the kinder children moving on to Prep next year we wish you all the best on your new adventure at primary
school. For those children returning to kinder, enjoy your holidays and we will see you next year.
From all the kinder teams we wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy new year
Thanks for a wonderful kindergarten year.
End of year dates.
Penguins and Seals Christmas Party and Last Day
Tuesday 14th December
Bilbies and Koalas Christmas Party and Last Day
Thursday 16th December
For the Christmas Party the children will make Party food to share. Please pack their lunch box as normal with
their water bo le.

Kindergarten—Penguins

Kindergarten—Seals

SEALS TERM 4 PROGRAM

Kindergarten—Koalas

KOALAS TERM 4 PROGRAM

Kindergarten—Bilbies

BILBIES TERM 4 PROGRAM

Pre‐Kindergarten—Joeys and Possums

Joeys Group

We want to thank all of our families for their support and understanding this year despite many
challenges! We hope everyone has a safe and relaxing Christmas break, reuni ng with family and
friends. We wish everyone a smooth transi on
into Kindergarten next year.
We have been as busy as Santa’s Elves this term
preparing Christmas fun ready for the end of term.
Look out for some Christmas Cheer coming on our
last session.
Our curriculum goals for this term have been:
-extending on fine motor skills and developing a
hand preference
-extending friendships and building on our social
skills
-learning about how to regulate our emo ons and
manage social conflict
Some of our favourite Christmas songs have been:
-Reindeer Hokey Pokey by Kiboomers

Possums Group

-North Pole Freeze by Kiboomers
-We’re Going on a Santa Hunt by Kiboomers
Informa on for the End of Term
-Our last session is Monday 13th of December
-We will be having a Class Christmas Party all food
will be supplied. If your child is a ending Long Day
Care they will s ll require lunch and snacks for the
day. Otherwise no snack is required.
-Please check the lost property for any items you
may be missing.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Hannah and Kim

Daycare — 0 to 2 years old

GUMNUTS
And the year has come to an end! What a year it has been. We would like to thank all our Gumnuts
families for the ongoing support we have received each and every day throughout these unprecedented mes. All of the Gumnut children have grown so much physically, emo onally and socially and it
has been such a pleasure to spend every day with them watching them progress and form such wonderful rela onships with both us as educators and the other children within the room.

This term we have enjoyed developing a wide range of skillsThe children have begun to visually and verbally recognise colours, shapes and numbers through a
wide range of sensory and small world play scenes. The gumnuts have shown a great interest in
a emp ng to guess colours throughout the indoor and outdoor environment.
It has also been great to watch a handful of the gumnuts begin to recognise their bodily needs, showing great determina on and progress in their toilet training
Group me before lunch has been a big hit for the gumnuts, singing and dancing to a range of songs,
nursery rhymes and reading books. This has promoted the development of children’s concentra on
skills, language, imagina on and crea vity. Some of our favourite songs include:
- Rock-a-bye your bear
- Sleeping bunnies
- Open shut them
- 5 cheeky monkeys
- 3 jelly fish

Just a friendly reminder that for these last couple of weeks of the year please ensure you apply sunscreen to your child each morning, pack a broad brimmed hat and have appropriate spare clothing
packed in their bags. Finally we would like to wish all of our families a merry Christmas and a safe and
happy new year, we look forward to seeing everyone’s smiling faces again in 2022!
Lani, Keely & Harpreet

Daycare — 2 to 3 years

EXPLORERS
Merry Christmas and Happy Everything from the Explorers!
It’s hard to believe that November is over and December is already here
a er another extraordinary year! Thanks to all our wonderful families
for their con nued support and understanding with all the changes we
had to implement to keep everyone safe. December is the month that I
look forward to the most. It’s going to be busy. We enjoy talking about
all of the holidays that we celebrate, we talk about families, friends,
love, giving and sharing. It’s wonderful for us to share our holiday tradions and to learn and appreciate kindness and diﬀerences. It is also a
great me to talk to the children about giving to other families who
don’t have as much as we do.
We have enjoyed a happy and produc ve year in the Explorers. Our
learning program has promoted and developed the children in the following areas: emo onal and social development, fine and gross motor
skills, language and music and cogni ve and problem-solving skills. We
have enjoyed watching the children engage in imagina ve play in our ice
-cream parlor over the last month. These experiences have fostered the
children's imagina on and crea vity. Play promotes their social skills
and improves their language skills.
With Christmas approaching quickly we have started making decoraons for your trees at home. We have set up Christmas themed play
spaces in the room.
The Explorers are constantly asking for music and singing songs. We incorporate lots of ac ons and movement, improving their balance and
coordina on. Some songs you might hear your children singing are
“Reindeer hokey pokey”, “Dancing Christmas tree”, “Rudolph the red
nose reindeer”.
The Explorers have really grown these last few months as some returned a er Covid-19 restric ons were li ed. They have shown great
independence, confidence and developed a real sense of belonging to
the Explorers team. They have re-developed friendships with their peers
and learnt to cooperate and work collabora vely with each other.

I am so incredibly proud of all the Explorers Children. They are an amazing group of kind, talented, crea ve, funny and enthusiasc Children. We have had a wonderful group of Educators in the room this year, we said goodbye to Cath, Ailey & Courtney. Harpreet moved into Gumnuts a er a month with us. Ending the year with Paige, Macy and Myself not forge ng Amber and Julie
who help us everyday. We have all had so much fun ge ng to know your child and for the children moving up I can’t wait to see
what they get up to in Blossoms next year.
I would like to wish all our families a very Merry Christmas, hopefully enjoying the silly season with loved ones, full tummies and
happy hearts.
See you next year! Pennie - Explorers Leader Educator

Daycare — 3 to 4 years old

BLOSSOMS
This year has been a very exi ng year, full of enjoyment and lots of friendships being built.
Literacy
This term we have been focusing on name recogni on, and pre wri ng skills in our literacy
corner.
Children have been exploring le ers, recogni on and sequencing.
Communica on
Children have been interested in bees and space this term, we have explored through
books and media the busy lives of bees, learning how important they are to the wellbeing
of the planet.
This then transfer onto children developing an interest in planet earth and space.
We have been learning about all the planets and the diﬀerent climates.
Blossoms decorated our room with a beau ful bee display, and paper mache planets.
Motor Skills
Children have been exploring finger gym, using their fine motor skills to decorate our class
mobile.
Children demonstrated crea vity, commitment and concentra on weaving wool onto each
s ck.
Learning
The Blossoms have focused on colour mixing and learning how to create new colours. Children were fascinated to discover the development of another colour due to mixing.
Oral Language
Oral language development is encouraged through our Take home Box.
Children develop confidence in speaking in front of the class. We encourage each child to
have a try asking and answering posed ques ons.
Just a friendly reminder now that we are in the summer months please ensure your child
arrives at the centre fully sun screened. Educators will reapply sunscreen in the a ernoon
20 minutes before engaging in outdoor play.
We would like to thank all our Blossom’s families for a great 2021.
We wish you all a very merry Christmas and a safe and happy new year.

Daycare—Wallabies (4 to 5 years old)
Term 4 has seen an extension of many areas in the
Wallaby Room with a focus on fine motor experiences,
literacy and numeracy development. Educators have
provided a range of fun experiences to enhance these
areas, to challenge and extend the children’s capabilies.

One of these experiences was threading using small
beads, the children were able to design their own
bracelet or make bracelets for loved ones, this required
a lot of concentra on and use of fingers to manipulate
the small beads. The Wallabies have also par cipated
in the Finger Gym ac vi es which incorporates play
based learning with a focus on fine motor based ac vies such as kine c sand, orbies with tweezers, shaving
cream, playdough, colouring and cu ng ac vi es.

Educator Amber extended the children’s interest in dinosaurs by facilita ng a bone and teeth making experience using dough. Our Wallabies created dinosaur
bones and teeth which were cooked in the oven un l
they were hard, once cooled the children painted
them! This was such an amazing opportunity for learning through play and the children loved it!

This Term we have been working a lot on number
recogni on, coun ng and sequencing through a variety
of experiences including peg coun ng cards which require the children to match a number up with a picture
or circle the correct number. We also use the interacve whiteboard to play maths games that involve sequencing and numeracy abili es to promote cogni ve
development.

Daycare—Wallabies (4 to 5 years old)
The Wallabies have also focused on the natural world
through examining tadpoles and their life cycle, Educator Jasmine braved the elements to successfully borrow some tadpoles for the Wallabies to examine along with books, puzzles
and life cycle displays. The children have enjoyed watching
them grow and looking a er them, Thank you Jaz! Educator
Nicky helped the children plant some tomato plants which
are very lovingly being watered and cared for as well, we
hope to get some fruit soon.

Outside we have had a rock wall added to our yard, this has
been a hit with the Wallabies and adds to our strong focus on
gross motor strength. It’s fabulous that the children can now
extend the obstacle course to include the rock wall, this also
encourages turn taking and collabora on within the group.
We are very thankful for this fantas c piece of equipment to
be added to our lovely yard.

The children took part in some fun Halloween ac vi es which
also promote fine motor and cogni ve strengths. The Wallabies used co on buds to make their skeleton, use sequins to
paste onto a pumpkin, colouring ac vi es as orange
playdough with cri ers! We are also learning songs such as
five li le pumpkins, trick or treat and the skeleton dance to
build on numeracy and cogni ve development.

As the year finishes and we start our Christmas celebra ons
we’d like to thank Everyone for their support and wish you all
the best for the upcoming year!

Nicky, Jaz, Jess and Angelo

PHILLIP ISLAND EARLY LEARNING CENTRE
FEE SCHEDULE FOR 2022
2022 Child Care Fees
Full day fee

$85.00

Half-day AM or PM

$55.00

Before - or a er - kinder 1 hour

$18.00

Before - or a er - kinder 1.5 hours

$23.00

Before Pre - kinder 1.75 hours

$25.00

A er Pre - kinder 2.75 hours

$38.00

A er - kinder 3 hours

$40.00

A er - kinder 4 hours

$50.00

2022 Kindergarten Fees
4-year-old kindergarten - 15 hours per week

$385 per term

3-year-old kindergarten - 5 hours per week

$120 per term

